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The proWem of reducing: the present
extreme fluctuations in real estate val-

liesis one that confronts every city
and town of importance in the country,
and for that reason the study given
the subject by the New York city commissionbecomes of general interest

and value, says the American Architect.
I'ndoubtedly the greatest factor contributingto the unstable conditions _

that exist in the real estate and build- .

ing field is the constantly and rapidly
changing character of improvements
that have heretofore been made, with~»-* - ' .i" nraptlfflllv Jill
out let ur Iiiiiui alive, nt

sections of cities depending entirely
upon the opportunities, real or fancied,
for gain or advantage presented to the

individual who cared nothing for the
effect upon the neighborhood invaded.
Instances in which a street has sufferedserious depreciation for block
after block of its length by reason of
a sudden influx of manufacturing or

retail establishments requiring buildingsof a type and character foreign to
the locality and bringing with them
vast forces of employes, are so numerousand well known as no longer to requirespecific mention.

Character of Improvement.
Under such conditions, existing in the

majority of cities of this country, it
becomes not only impossible to determinethe character of improvement for
a given site that will insure any degree
of permanency of the investment rer
turn, but it is obvious that constantly
shifting trade and residence centers
would prevent the realization of any
definite plan for city improvement. The
first step in the formulation of a comprehensiveplan for city development
and growth would seem to be a determinationof the proper character of occupancyof the different portions of the
city area, and after determination they
must remain fixed, else the plan, which
can only be developed in the course of
Vo°ra whon rnmnlpted fail to I
meet the requirements of changed locations.

Efforts Arc Well Meant. =

The well meant efforts of financial in- .

stitutions to control and direct the .

growth of cities by withholding money
needed for improvements of certain I
character unless they be in an approved I
location, and the agreements of mer- I
chants to refrain from handling goods I
manufactured outside of an approved I
zone, may perhaps produce some slight
effect, but in many instances the money |||
can be found and the goods disposed of |||
among people who have no interest in a 11
local question of city planning or real II
estate values. The complete solution I
of the problem would seem to lie in I
the establishment of residence, retail, II
wholesale and manufacturing zones in III
which no building or business fqreign |||
to the locality will be permitted. It is In
now generally conceded that cities pos- ill
sess the necessary power and authority |||to enact ordinances, restricting the |||character and location of buildings, as |||required by the zoning plan, and to HI
exercise that power wisely would un- |||questionably result in conditions con- HI
ducive to their greatest material im- HI
provement. Until that is done the un- III
certainty which surrounds the future IH
development of many localities is too |!J
great to justify any considerable in- HI
vestment or private iunas in tneir lm- ill
provement or the expenditure of public ||
money in an effort to realize a plan |||for civic betterments. ||

RUSSIA'S GIBRALTAR
DEFIES THE GERMANS

Sveaborg Fortress, After Months of |
» Wax. Remains Intact on Gulf

of Finland.

"After more than eighteen months of 11
naval war upon the Baltic sea between ||

9 the fleets of Germany and Russia, the *firstsuccessful shot has yet to be fired .

against the mighty fortress of Sveaborg, ^
which guards the neck of the Gulf of Fin- =

land, and the water approaches to the =

Russian capital," begins a primer on war £
geography just issued by the National £
Geographic Society at Washington. "Svea- s

borg, best known as the 'Gibraltar of the s

Baltic/ powerfully secures its holders' 3
control to all the wide basin of the Gulf x
of Finland, thus giving them a most im- 5
portant base for disputing-the control of a

the northern inland sea. It was the ac- 3
quisition of this stronghold that consti- *

tuted the strongest impelling force in
^Muscovite politics toward the conquest of
Finland from the Swedes.

"Across the neck of.the gulf from Sveaborglies Reval, the seat of other powerful
whore defenses and of important Russian
navy yards. These two points block the
way from the Baltic against any naval
power almost as securely as the forts
Kilid Bahr and Chartak Kale*si blocked
the English ships at the Dardanelles.
Reval is situated on a sharp bay at the
northeastern gulf shore of Estonia. Sveaborgfortress stands just before Helsingfors,the capital of Finland.

Hundreds of Small Islands.
^ "There are hundreds of small, thickly

wooded islands strewn over the coastal
waters around Helsingfors. It is upon
a group of seven of such islands, which
are larger than their neighbors, that the
almost impregnable Sveaborg fortress is
built. Moreover, small redoubts and batteriesare well concealed in several of the
outlying islands, which surround, like a
thinly flung skirmish line, the fortress
near the coast
"Many a vain seaward attack has shatteredagainst Sveaborg's defenses, iri bygonedays, and in recent year? Russia

has brought the strength of the place up
to twentieth century requirements. It is
said that more than 1,000 guns are
mounted here, and several thousand soldiersare quartered in the fortress even
fn times of peace. During the Crimean
war the allies attacked this point violentlyand without success. The story goes
that gnglish guns alone hurled more than
a thousand tons of shot and shell into the
fortress, almost without apparent effect.
3t has fallen only once and then bribery
i» credited with victory, and not the forde
of arms. Tt surrendered to the Russians
without an effort at defense, surrenderingat the same time that its garrison
of 6,000 men laid down their arms and
turned ov$r their formidable defenses the
whole country of Finland."

' George A. MacBeth Dies.
PITTSBURGH. February 12. George

A- MacBeth, president of the MacBethKvanaGlass Company, and one of the
'pioneers In the industry, has died suddenlyat hjs home here from heart dis

gge,aged seventy years.
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Agricultural Journalism.

A new department has been added
o the school of journalism of the Uniersityof Missouri. It is called the
epartment of agricultural journalism
nd its object is to train both men

nd women to write more intelligently
pon farm subjects. Its first plan inludedonly the admission of students
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who had taken work in agricultural
colleges. Afterward students who had
had successful journalistic experience
were admitted to classes providing instructionin agricultural terms.
Although still in its first year, this

department has had an exceptionally
large registration, showing the need of
journalism as a complement to advancedagricultural education. It is

planned to provide correspondence
work for home study as a part of the
work next year. These courses will be
open to farmers who wish to increase
their facility in the use of technical
agricultural terms.
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